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talnly Joseph us could neither entirely pass over, in his history
of Jewish affairs, so remarkable a personage as JESUS CHRIST,
nor say less of him than he has done., without forfeiting his cha-
racter as a well informed and candid historian, of which he
makes such frequent professions; especially as he has taken
notice,, like Gamaliel, of several impostors, OT false Christs, who
appeared about that time, such as Judas of Galilee, or Gaulo-
nitis, Theudas, the Egyptian, the pretended magician, &c. all
of whom were far inferior in fame to JESUS.

5. Tacitus and Suetonius, the Roman historians,, to whom the
Christians, as a sect,, were a much less interesting object than
to a Jew, like JosepJms, noticed the rise and establishment of
Christianity', as being of sufficient magnitude to rank among
the greatest events transmitted by them to posterity.

The account of Tacitus, in particular, was evidently taken in
substance from Joseph us, whose works he had read, and may
furnish a strong additional voucher for the genuineness of the
passage in question.

a The author of the Christian name was CHRIST, who, in
the reign of Tiberius, was executed by Pontius Pilate, the Pro-
curator, and that pernicious superstition was repressed for the
present; but It broke out again, not only In Judea, the origin
of that evil, but even in the city [of Itome,] whither all atrocious
or shameful rites flock from every quarter, and are celebrated,"
AnnaL XV. 44.

Superstition was the term of reproach attached to the Chris-
tian religion^ by the Intolerant bigotry of the Romans; as we
see also. Acts xx.v. 19. And the Christian rites of Baptism and
the Lord's Supper,, were branded with the foulest calumnies by
these Pagans, until the reign of Constantine the Great.

But Josephus evidently changed his mind respecting his
former hasty adulation of Vespasian as THE MESSIAH, in his
Jewish war; for, in his Antiquities, written twenty years after,
he waved the explanation of "the kingdom of the Stone" in
Daniel, considering the coming of THE MESSIAH as a fixture
event. Ant. X. 10, 4, And, indeed, after he had asserted of
Moses, that u Ms legislation appealing to be from GOBS made
the man to be reckoned superior to his own nature" (Antiq.
III. 15, 3,) is it unlikely that lie might really hesitate respecting
JESUS, whether he were not more than man, " a Teacher sent
from GOB," as Nicodemus had formerly inferred from his
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